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From the Podium 
By Bob Miller, President 

 

It’s been an 
interesting few 
months as your new 
President. 

Increases.   Gulf 
Coast Village notified 
us several weeks ago 
that, due to 
increasing costs of 

food, labor, utilities, etc, the price for dinner was 
being increased to $12, plus tax. This is an 
across-the-board increase for all organizations 
meetings at GCV.  After a lengthy discussion at 
our February meeting, the members voted to 
stay at GCV and pay $13 per meal.  However, 
because it was felt that the increase might keep 
some members on limited budgets from 
attending monthly meetings, the members 
agreed to establish a minimum price of $11, 
with the balance to be paid by the Chapter. 
Members also agreed to increase the Annual 
Chapter dues from $7.50 to $10. For those on 
dues withholding, this amounts to about 20 
cents per month.   

Ways & Means.   Immediate Past President Bob 
Furrow has agreed to head the long dormant 
Ways and Means Committee.  That Committee 
will concentrate on fund raising, for Chapter use 
and our charities. 

Congressman Mack – handshakes and 
letters.  My wife Loretta and I met 
Congressman Connie Mack IV at his new Cape 
Coral office February 20, 2007.  Sharon 
Bowman, President of the Ft Myers Chapter 
was also there.  We took along a letter urging 
him to cosponsor:  the Social Security Fairness 
Act of 2007, H. R. 82, and The Federal Retiree 
Health Care Tax Relief Bill, H. R.1110.  When 
we talked, he said he knew nothing of our bills.   

So, at the March meeting, we provided a similar 
letter for everyone to sign.  We got 28 
signatures, and the letter was mailed the next 
day.  A similar letter for members to sign and 
mail themselves was emailed to members with 
email the next day…and hopefully some of you 
signed and mailed them, too.  We will let you 
know if we get a response.  And, we are 
preparing similar letters for Senators Martinez 
and Nelson. 
 

Chapter nominates one of it’s own for 
Federation 2 nd VP.   At the March monthly 
meeting, Treva Devers was nominated for 2nd 
VP of the Florida Federation.  Treva is currently 
District 11 VP and Federation Legislative 
Officer.  She was Chapter Legislative Officer in 
2006.  The nomination now goes to the 
Nominating Committee at the Federation 
Convention in Altamonte Springs in May 
 

Please keep your NARFE records current.  It 
is imperative that you keep your NARFE 
national records up-to-date by updating your 
records each time there is a change. Personal 
information such as name, address, phone 
number and e-mail address can be corrected 
on-line at www.narfe.org, or by calling 
Membership at HQ: 800-456-8410.  See page 3 
of this Newsletter for more information. 

 
Open seas anyone?  The Florida Federation is 
planning two 2007 cruises. One leaves Tampa 
Bay on December 2, 2007, and the other leaves 
Port Everglades on December 9, 2007.  
 
Net proceeds form both cruises will be donated 
to Alzheimer’s through the Federation. Take 
your pick of either cruise, and do it soon, as the 
best cabins go first!   
 
For more information, see the cruise flyer on our 
Chapter website or call Phyllis Bernstein at 813-
839-4233. 
 



DUES WITHOLDING SAVES TIME AND MONEY- SIGN UP TODAY - WIN $200 IN MAY! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Changes coming  
Excerpted from the Florida Federation’s April 2007 Newsletter 

 

NARFE membership is an area that we need to 
address seriously.  For the past several months, 
statewide recruiting has stayed ahead of losses 
and, hopefully, this turn around will continue.  
However, when we look at membership losses, 
most members dropped are those who have 
been members three years or less.  In 
newspapers recently, more and more articles 
have appeared announcing “baby” boomers are 
nearing retirement.  We are going to begin 
seeing a large influx of FERS retirees and we 
are going to have to be ready to welcome them 
into NARFE.  Their interests and concerns will 
be different from CSRS.  We are going to have 
to incorporate their issues with CSRS issues. 
   
Not only are we Federal retirees, but that we 
also belong to a larger community, seniors.  
We have to address the issue of relevance to 
existing and prospective members.  We have 
our legislative agenda in Premium Conversion 
and the WEP/GPO, issues that are a question 
of fairness.  These are very important to us in 
NARFE and we have the best opportunity right 
now of getting these two pieces of legislation 
passed. However, success in legislation is 
directly tied to success in membership. Growing 
membership is directly related to our relevance.  
Today, more than ever, our members, and 
everyone else for that matter, are more involved 
in local issues, such as home insurance 
premiums, tax portability when we downsize to a 
smaller home, homestead exemption levels, 
and property taxes, to name a few, as items that 
we can get involved in.  Our involvement would 
help put us more in the public eye.  Writing and 
visiting our legislators would help us become 
better known in our communities.  Becoming 
known to our state legislators should help us 
when we visit our Congressional 
representatives.   
 
The fact that there are around 166,000 federal 
retirees in Florida who spend $380 million per 
month will have significant impact on local 
legislators who are concerned about where their 
taxes originate.  Involvement at the local level 
should not detract from our principal mission, 

but help us achieve our stated legislative 
objectives of getting Premium Conversion and 
WEP/GPO passed. Local legislators talk to 
national representatives.  We have the data 
indicating the number of federal retirees at the 
local level.   
 
We can and should leverage this information to 
help us with our agenda. Involvement makes us 
relevant to the general community and it is good 
public relations for the Florida Federation.  

 
$1,500 to GCV for ALZ 

 

 
Gulf Coast Village Executive Director Kevin Ahmadi displays the 
$1,500 check he accepted from Chapter 1002 in February, 2007. 
Chapter 1002 will be cosponsoring Alzheimer's training and other 
events at GCV. 

Callers…callers 
By Peg Thiel 

 

I wish to thank all our faithful callers.  Their time 
and talents are directly related to the number of 
members attending each monthly meeting.  Our 
attendance has been slipping recently, so we 
need to redouble our efforts.  Callers, please be 
diligent in making your calls on the 1st of each 
month with a reminder of the need to call 
Virginia Evans (574-6814) early so she knows 
how many members and guests will be 
attending the meeting.  If we do not continue to 
get 30 or members, we may lose the large room 
at Gulf Coast Village. 
 
Callers, please call me each month after you 
have finished your calls 



DUES WITHOLDING SAVES TIME AND MONEY- SIGN UP TODAY - WIN $200 IN MAY! 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Public Relations 
By Marc Harris 

 

Spread the word . Did you know that when 
NARFE National sends out a Press Release, it 
does not go to any Newspaper in Florida? Well, 
we are not letting that deter us from getting the 
word out. The Federation recently started taking 
National’s Press Releases and emailing them to 
its statewide list of press emails, and to our PR 
Team. So if you see a news article that seems 
to come from NARFE National, it got there only 
through the efforts of your Florida Federation 
PR Team. 
 
Exposed in DC . NARFE and Chapter 1002 
specifically, received exposure on Mike 
Causey’s show on Federal News Radio over the 
Veterans Day Holiday weekend, and again 
February 12, 2007. Mike is a good friend of 
federal employees and retirees.  Mike’s radio 
program can be heard in Florida via the internet; 
go to www.federalnewsradio.com. I was to have 
had lunch with Mike on February 13, 2007, but 
that was postponed due to the ice storm in DC 
on that date.  At that lunch, I was to have 
presented him with a Certificate of Appreciation 
from the Florida Federation signed by President 
Pappa. I subsequently mailed it to Mike, and 
expect it is now hanging prominently in his DC 
office.   

 

Letters, letters, letters  
 

Several weeks ago, sample letters to 
Congressman Connie Mack IV were emailed to 
members whose email address we have.  The 
letters urged him to co-sponsor current Bills 
impacting NARFE members.  If you did not get 
a copy, or need a copy, please let the Board 
know and another one will be sent to you.  And 
watch for a similar letter to our Senators. 

 

Chapter vacancies 
 

Chapter 1002 has vacancies in the positions of 
2nd VP, Alzheimer’s Chair, and NARFE-PAC 
Chair.  If you are interested, please call 
President Bob Miller, Chapter President. 

 

Ways & Means 
Chapter 1002  seeks donations from individuals 
and businesses to enhance its operations and 
increase its charitable activities.  Our friends are 
listed in our Newsletters and on our website. 
Pricing is $125 a year for a 1/8 page ad in our 
quarterly Newsletter, and one year of continued 
placement in our website.  At our March 
meeting, several members volunteered to sell at 
least one ad, and more are needed.  Bob 
Furrow, Ways & Means Chair, is putting 
together a kit which explains NARFE and 
Chapter 1002 to potential “Friends”.  He will be 
bringing the kits to the April meeting for those 
who want to try to sign some “Friends”.  Our 
goal is to sign up at least 8 “Friends” in the next 
few months. 
 

What are the tickets for? 
 

Each year, Chapter 1002 holds a raffle to raise 
money to defray some of the costs associated 
with the Chapter sending representatives to the 
Federation Annual Convention in May.  Each 
member is asked to purchase ten 50/50 tickets 
for $10 for a chance to win a $100 first prize or 
a second prize of $50.  This year’s raffle 
tickets are enclosed with this Newsletter.  
Please print your name and phone number 
legibly on the top half of each ticket and, along 
with your $10, return the top halves to our 
Treasurer, either at our Chapter meetings in 
April or May or mail it to her: Mary Singer, 2124 
Heather Ct, Cape Coral, FL 33991-3513. 
 

NARFE info up-to-date? 
 

If Time Warner/Comcast is your internet 
provider, then you have recently been asked to 
or already have moved your email to Comcast, 
or do you have a new email address due to any 
other reason, such as moving to EMBARQ DSL, 
or a generic email provider? Please go to 
www.narfe.org, or call 800-456-8410, to update 
your email address for NARFE so that you will 
not miss any email messages from NARFE.  
Also, please call/email Bob Miller or Marc Harris 
with your new email info so our Chapter records 
can be kept up-to-date, too.



DUES WITHOLDING SAVES TIME AND MONEY- SIGN UP TODAY - WIN $200 IN MAY! 
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Dates, menus and programs for meetings/events 
 

    Date       Entrée                             P rogram 
April 12  Top Sirloin & Stuffed Shells Dr Free 

May 10 Chicken Cordon Bleu & Grouper Big Brothers & Big Sisters 

June 14  Pepper Steak & Cod Kim Constantine, Cape Coral 
Chamber of Commerce 

July – TBD  Hot dogs, hamburgers, etc Miracle Baseball 

August 9  Hawaiian Luau Member histories 

September 13  Grilled Chicken & Salisbury Steak   TBD 

October 11  Pork Loin & Crab Stuffed Sole TBD 

November 8  Turkey & Poached Salmon TBD 

December 13  Prime Rib & Baked Sea Bass TBD  
If you have never been to a meeting, please check our website for a map of our meeting place.  If you need a ride to 
a meeting, the Communications Committee will try to arrange transportation by another member already planning to 
attend.  For those of you willing to help out by picking up another member, please inform the Communications 
Committee 
 

Friends of NARFE 
 

  
 

Compassionate Care from a Name  
You Can Trust 

 
1333 Santa Barbara Boulevard 

Cape Coral, FL 33991 
(239) 772-1333 

www.gulfcoastvillage.com 
 

 
Chapter 1002 thanks GCV for buying a full page ad in 
the Florida Federation’s 2007 Convention Program 
Book 

 
 
 
 

Mark your calendar  
 

Federation Annual Convention 
May 15-17, 2007 

 
2007 Alzheimer’s Benefit Cruises  
December 2, 2007 from Tampa Bay 

December 9, 2007 from Port Everglades 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2007 Chapter Officials 
 
President      Bob Miller 574.4734 
1st VP    Marc Harris 549-9909 
2nd  VP   Vacant 
Secretary      Alice Hart 542.4809 
Treasurer      Mary Singer 283.4978  
Alzheimer’s   Vacant 
Communications Peg Thiel 574.9551 
Programs  Peg Thiel 574.9551 
Public Relations   Marc Harris  549.9902 
Service Officer    Dorothy Jessup 549.9571 
Sunshine Chair  Loretta Miller 574.4734    
Sgt-at-Arms     Shirley Sloper  574.7657 
NARFE-PAC  Vacant   
Newsletter Editor  Marc Harris 549.9902 
Webmaster   Marc Harris 549.9902 
Ways & Means   Bob Furrow 283.9375 
 
 


