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President’s Podium 
By Don Stewart 

 

 
 
 
 
 

First, my thanks to Jim Greene, District 11 VP, for 
presenting me with a Kentucky Colonel 
Commission.   
      
Convention.  This is the last Newsletter before our 
Convention.  Right now we are gearing up for the 
final stages of our preparations for what I think will 
be an informative, productive and fun meeting.       
The Convention will follow the format of the 
previous 5 years with one exception.  There will be 
two presentations on topics you the members have 
requested.  
     The first is the A,B,C’s of Managing your Thrift 
Savings Program (TSP).  There will be a financial 
planner provided by the NARFE Premier Federal 
Credit Union.   
     The second is a presentation on Survivor 
Benefits that will be presented by the National 
Headquarter’s Director of Retirement Benefit 
Services.  The presentations will be on Tuesday 
morning, 20 May, starting at 10 am and ending just 
after noon.  I look forward to an excellent turn out 
for these presentations, which will be informative 
and bring you up to date on the latest changes and 
modifications.  If you have not already registered 
for the Convention, I urge you to do so now before 
all the rooms are booked.  Room rates are the 
most reasonable and way below rates for 
comparable rooms anywhere else.  For details and 

forms, go to www.narfefl.net, click on Conventions 
and go from there! 
 
Alzheimer’s cruise. For details on the 2008 cruise 
go to www.narfefl.net.  This year’s cruise is 8 days,  
leaving from Port Everglades on 29 November and 
returning on 7 December. We have a great 
selection of cabins blocked and so far the response 
has been outstanding, but there are still cabins left.  
Last year’s cruise netted the NARFE Alzheimer’s 
fund $4,489.74.  We are well on our way to 
exceeding last year’s net!   
     Remember, you do not have to be a NARFE 
member to go, so if you have friends who would 
like to go, be sure to invite them! 
 
Legislation.  There are, in my opinion, many red 
flags  appearing these days on issues that, if 
implemented, could affect our pocket books 
adversely.  These warnings need to be taken 
seriously and all of us need to be informed so that 
we can act accordingly.  Specifically, issues 
relating to Medicare Benefits and our Federal 
Employees Health Benefit Program. 
     To stay informed on NARFE legislative issues, I 
encourage those of you who have not registered to 
receive GEMS messages, that you do so.  GEMS 
messages not only keep you informed, but give you 
web sites you can access to see what your 
congressional representative’s record is on key 
issues. There also are a number of other web sites 
that you can visit that will give you the analysis on 
issues affecting Active Federal Employees and 
retirees.  GEMS articles in particular go to the point 
and are worthwhile. To register, go to 
www.narfe.org.  
      
Chapter Assistance Program. This is a 
Federation program to assist Federation Chapters 
financially with grants of up to $200 every six 
months for expenses relating to Public Relations 
and Recruiting.  If you want to initiate programs in 
these areas, you may also be eligible for Matching 
Funds from National.   
     In addition, Chapter Assistance Funds can be 
used for Chapter efforts in membership retention, 
such as follow up mailings to recently dropped 
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members or targeting members who have dropped 
over the past years.  For information and details, 
go to the www.narfefl.net.  There you will find the 
application form and information for preparing your 
request. 
 
Thanks.  I  would like to thank each of you 
personally for the help and support you have given 
the Federation, its Officers and me personally over 
the past year.  The end of my first term as 
Federation President is coming to an end and it 
has been my honor and pleasure to have served 
you, the Federation and NARFE.  I will seek a 
second term and I will look forward to continue 
working with you for the enhancement and 
preservation of the benefits for which all of us 
worked and paid. 
________________________________________ 

      
1st Vice President 

By Wallace W. Roepke 
 

This year’s convention theme is 
"Let’s Leap into the Future”. What 
a great theme for the early days of 
the 21st century. Lets all make this 
a year where we truly come 
together to pull together for the 
support that NARFE needs to stay 
current, growing and viable in the 
future. This past year I was invited 

to attend all of the February District meetings 
except two. There was a scheduling conflict with 
one and insufficient agenda space for all the 
speakers in the time available at the other. District 
meetings are a time for refreshing our goals and 
defining and refining our approaches to legislation, 
membership, service, PR, chapter leadership, etc 
as well as sharing the camaraderie of membership 
in such an exclusive organization as NARFE. 
     I have been a member of this exclusive 
organization since 1991. Since joining NARFE I 
have been a Chapter Legislative Officer, Chapter 
President for 10 years, Fl Federation Legislative 
Chair for 10 years, Federation 2nd VP for 2 terms 
and most recently Federation 1st VP.  
     My Sarasota Chapter 242 has nominated me 
once again for the position of Federation 1st Vice 
President. I look forward to serving you in this 

position again if you honor me with your confidence 
and vote for me.  
 

 
     Let’s Leap into the Future 

By John Ventura 
 

The time is short if you 
haven’t made your hotel 
reservation for the 
upcoming Florida State 
Convention, May 20 thru 
May 22nd.  The cut off for 
the discounted room rate 
is April 18, 2008.  Rates 
are $76 (standard) & $89 
(Club Floor) plus tax. The 
hotel telephone number is 
(407) 830-1985; the code 
is NARF for the 

discounted rates.  Make sure you’re talking to the 
Hilton Altamonte Springs Reservation Desk.  Do 
not let them switch you to central booking, because 
they don’t know the codes.  After April 18, you will 
have to pay the going rate which is much higher.   
     National Secretary Nathanial Brown will be 
one of our speakers & Region III VP Bob Harrell 
will be another .  They both have interesting topics 
to talk about.  If you don’t go you won’t know!   
     There is some fun waiting for you on Tuesday 
night, May 20th.  We will be going to the Arabian 
Nights, a dinner show for only $42.50 each, with 
bus transportation to & from the hotel.  So you 
don’t have to drive and you can enjoy the company 
of your fellow delegates.  We hope to see you 
there.   
     The chapters have some raffle ticket for a grand 
prize of $1000 & 3 other prizes of $100 each.  
Tickets are only $1.00 each & you don’t have to be 
present to win.  If you don’t buy a ticket you can’t 
win.   
     We also have a booster list which for a $1 
donation you can have your name, or some other 
name (family members, pets or etc.) put in the 
convention Program Book which is one way we 
raise money to put on the convention.     
     I hope to see you at the convention! 
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Service 
By John Ledman 

 
The Importance of Maintaining “The Guide for 

Annuitant and Survivor Benefits” 
 

In the January 2008 issue of the NARFE 
Magazine, President Baptiste says,”…let me 
remind you to update your F-100 form, or fill one 
out if you haven’t already.  Nobody likes to think 
about death. But the F-100 form, “Be Prepared for 
Life’s Events”, provides an easy, one stop place to 
put all of your insurance and financial information 
so your survivors aren’t burdened during their time 
of grief trying to find your Claim Number, your 
insurance policies, etc.”  

The Guide for Annuitant and Survivor 
Benefits is on pages 2 through 5 of the NARFE 
Booklet “Be Prepared for Life’s Events”.  The 
number is F-100.  It should all be filled in, but at a 
minimum the information needed to report the 
annuitant’s death to OPM should be filled in.  That 
is the annuitant’s name, CSA or CSF number and 
Social Security number.  Also very important is the 
question “Did you elect a survivor annuity for your 
spouse?”  Of course everything that is applicable 
should be filled in.  These are just the absolute 
necessities.  This form is particularly important if 
you either live by yourself or your spouse isn’t 
aware of where you keep all of your records.  This 
booklet is available on the NARFE web site as a 
PDF file and as a Word file.  It is also available by 
mail from NARFE.  By downloading the Word file, 
you can easily put it on your computer so you can 
maintain the file there as well as have a hard copy.  
I put mine in my computer long ago when NARFE 
used to periodically put it in the center of the 
magazine.   I entered it manually into my old DOS 
computer and I’ve passed it along to where it is in 
my third computer.  Every year, I take an updated 
version of it to the individual who has my Power of 
Attorney and is my Personal Representative.  I also 
send a copy to the backup. 

This information should be kept in a clearly 
marked folder or large envelope and those 
concerned should know where it is kept.  I also 
recommend including the last two Annuity 
Adjustment forms that you receive each year, one 
at the end of the prior year and the other early in 
the New Year.  They have a lot of good information 

on them:  your CSA or CSF claim number, details 
about your annuity, the toll free number and 
address for OPM, procedures for notifying OPM of 
deaths, changing your address and how to contact 
OPM.  Also detailed information about survivor 
benefits including for the spouse you were married 
to at retirement as well as for a spouse you marry 
after retirement.  If you end up keeping the NARFE 
booklet for an extended period of time, some of the 
information could change, but the information on 
these OPM Annuity Adjustment forms will be up to 
date. 
 

Important phone numbers 
 
OPM Retirement Information: 888-767-6738.  
Discuss a variety of transactions affecting benefits 
such as asking for forms you need, changing tax 
withholding, or reporting a death.  It is answered by 
an automated answering system, which will guide 
you through a menu of topics annuitants call about 
most frequently.   

Between the hours of 8:30 AM and 7:45 PM 
eastern, Monday through Friday you will be given 
the opportunity to talk to a customer service 
specialist. 

Sometimes, especially during normal duty 
hours, it takes perseverance to get beyond a busy 
signal.  Rapidly hanging up and redialing usually 
proves successful.  After the number is answered, 
it may take a while for a customer service specialist 
to respond. For general information 800-409-6528 
may be used. It is automated only and doesn’t 
accept reports of death.  It is available 22 hours per 
day - closed between 2 and 4 AM. 

 
Thrift Savings Plan: 877-968-3778. 
 
Social Security Administration:  800-772-1213.  
 
Medicare:  800-633-4227. 
 
Department of Veterans Affairs: 800-827-1000 
for VA benefits, Defense Finance and 
Accounting Service (DFAS).  800-269-5170 or 
800-321-1080 to report the death of a Military 
Retiree or Annuitant.  
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$$$$ for ALZ 
 

 
 
The final numbers are in and the Florida Federation raised 
$4489.74 for Alzheimer’s Research  by sponsoring two 
cruises in 2007. Another fund raising cruise, to Panama, is 
planned for 2008.  Go to www.narfefl.net for info on the 2008 
cruise. Pictured (l to r) are Ben Pappa, Federation Immediate 
Past President, Leonora Sicular, Federation Alzheimer’s Chair, 
and Don Stewart, Federation President.   

_________________________ 
 

 
 
Cape Coral Chapter 1002 President Bob Miller presen ts a 
$600 check  to Kevin Ahmadi, Executive Director of Gulf Coast 
Village for use in training Alzheimer’s care givers.  NARFE will 
be a co-sponsor of upcoming programs. 

 
 
L to R: Neil McMullen, Jr., Div Development Director of the 
Suncoast Alzheimer's & Gerontology Center in Tampa is 
presented with a $600 check for Alzheimer's research by 
North Tampa Chapter 1154 Alzheimer's Chair Paula Benway 
and President Frank Nolan.  
__________________________________________________ 
 
The Strawberry Chapter  held its annual White Elephant 
sale in February. There were about 18 people at the 
meeting, and about 14 bidders who displayed an 
amazing spirit of giving.  With donations from people who 
could not attend, and what the sale brought in, $513 was 
raised for Alzheimer’s Research.    Even more 
surprising was Dr. James Mortimer, University of South 
Florida Alzheimer's researcher, taking a break from his 
busy schedule and attending the sale. He is a member of 
the Strawberry Chapter and is a lead researcher at the 
Johnnie Byrd Alzheimer's Research Center. He showed 
his appreciation for what the Chapter gives to the Center 
each year by attending the meeting and bidding on some 
of the really great bargains auctioned.  The Strawberry 
Chapter has donated over $6,000 to the Center in the 
past 10 years.  
 

 
 
Standing l to r are Bob Lemly, Chapter President, and Henry 
Conrad, Chapter VP and auctioneer.  Seated, facing the 
auctioneer is Dr. Mortimer. 
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Treasurer reports 
By Ken Carter 

As we approach the end of 
another business year, we can 
look back on all of our 
accomplishments and thank our 
members for all of their support.      
I have been your Treasurer for 
four years. When I assumed the 
duties I knew very little about 

how the Florida Federation conducts business.  
     Many of you have helped me and made my job 
easier. I am very thankful for all the support you 
have given me. We are fortunate in the Federation 
to have members dedicated to achieving NARFE’s 
goals. 
      I have submitted my paper work to run for the 
position of 2nd Vice President. Again I am asking for 
your support and your vote. 

 

Question: How much $$ did the Florida 
Federation raise for ALZ in 2007? Find the 
answer on another page in this Newsletter. 
________________________________________ 

 

From the Secretary’s Desk 
By William Leatham 

 
This is my busiest time of the 
year.  The first big batch of 
convention mailings, the 2008 
Book of Resolutions, was mailed 
out to all Chapter Presidents and 
Delegates at Large. Next will be 
the preparation and mailing of the 
letters to committee members 
notifying them of their 

appointment, etc.  
     You will see e-Postage on these envelopes. I 
am now using on line stamps from Endicia and a 
postage scale donated by Past President Pappa, 
saving trips to the post office and speeding service 
to you.  
     This year it was both more critical and easier to 
update the officer roster that is vital to the 
convention. If an F7 is not received in a timely 
fashion, we do not know where and to whom to 
send mail about the convention. The President’s 
and Secretary’s information is vital.  

     It was more critical, since several chapters were 
listing old officers whose membership numbers 
were either not active or no longer assigned to a 
Florida chapter. Unless the member is listed in 
Florida, I do not have access to this/her address 
information. I can not send mail to anyone whose 
address I do not know. 
     It was easier because more chapters reported. I 
had to call 16 chapters last year; this year, only two 
have issues, and they are not critical. 
     Also, at last year’s convention, a motion by 
Equipment Chair David Blackwell to review and 
either electronically archive or dispose of old 
Historian materials was adopted. District Vice 
President Harold Bartelt, David Blackwell, and I 
went to the storage facility in Altamonte Springs 
and disposed of unnecessary and duplicate items. I 
took home with me four boxes of old photos and 
records to convert them to digital format. 
     Mr. Blackwell’s motion was far more timely than 
anyone realized. It developed that many 
photographs and some historical records would not 
have survived much longer, despite being in a 
climate conditioned facility. Many of the convention 
photographs were pasted to acid mountboard with 
acid glue. Many minutes, etc., were typed on acid 
paper.  
     Because of their condition and treatment, 
scanning them has been a nightmare. Three boxes 
are now digitized, and a fourth is in progress. Age 
had nothing to do with the condition, with records of 
the 1950’s being in better condition than the 
1980’s, and older photos often were in better shape 
than newer. It all depended on the acidity of the 
paper. Some mounted photos were almost 
destroyed, with brown patches and brown tint from 
the acid burn of the paper leeching into the photo. 
     There were challenges. It took a long time to 
find a combination of hardware and software to 
deal with the odd sizes of photos and paper. And, it 
was not easy to unmount the photos.  
     I do not expect to complete this task this 
reporting year, as there are four more boxes still 
left in storage. Some are from our first conventions.  
     See you at the convention! 
 
 
 

Dues Withholding Contest deadline 
April 30!!! 
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The 2008 NARFE Florida Federation’s 2nd Annual 
Alzheimer’s fund raiser cruise departs Fort 
Lauderdale to Colon, Panama; Limon, Costa Rica, 
and Belize on Saturday November 29, 2008 and 
returns on Sunday December 7, 2008 aboard the 
Carnival Miracle, a 963 ft floating Las Vegas 
Resort.  A wide selection of shore excursions can 
be enjoyed at each of the ports.  More information 
can be found by visiting www.carnival.com and 
selecting Carnival Miracle 8 Day Exotic Western 
Caribbean. 
     If you plan to join us on this cruise, please get 
your reservations in early because most cruises to 
Panama are 12 or 14 days, costing much more. 
Carnival offers this 8 day cruise on a limited basis, 
and it gets sold out early. This is not a sales pitch, 
it’s fact, and because of this, Carnival would only 
permit us to set aside a block of 10 cabins in each 
category, meaning that when the block is sold out, 
only cabins in other categories will be available. 
 

 

Dues Withholding 
Good For Members – Good For NARFE 

By Benjamin J. Pappa, Jr. 
 

In all of today’s membership programs, dues 
withholding is most valuable one.  It offers many 
positive motivation factors: 
1. It saves members money . Current national 
annual dues are $33 for the first year and $29 
thereafter. With dues withholding, ongoing national 
dues are discounted to $24.60.       
2.  It saves NARFE money.   Each year, NARFE 
spends about $.61 to print and mail each renewal 
notice, or more then $200,000 per year, and a 
second notice adds to that cost. 

3.  Additional NARFE cost reductions.   When 
OPM is notified that a member on dues withholding 
has terminated, NARFE HQ is notified by OPM, 
promptly stopping the cost of mailing Retirement 
Life and membership renewals.  
4.  No interruption of NARFE benefits , such as 
Retirement Life and services provided by NARFE. 
5.  DW eliminates overpayment of NARFE dues.   
When paying dues annually, or through a life 
membership, any unused portion of the remaining 
year on annual dues, or unused portion of the life 
expectancy of a life membership is not refundable. 
Dues withholding is terminated upon written notice 
or notice to OPM of death of the member, therefore 
preventing any overpayment of dues. 
6.  DW can be applied for at any time,  even if 
annual dues have recently been paid.  NARFE HQ 
will transmit the signed application to OPM about 
30 to 60 days before the member’s membership 
anniversary date.  The process from annual dues 
to dues withholding goes smoothly.    
7.  A chance to win either $200 or one of two 
$50 prizes through the Federation “Dues 
Withholding Contest”.  In order to be in the 
contest, a Dues Withholding application must be 
processed through the Florida Federation Dues 
Withholding Contest Chairperson. Forms sent 
directly to HQ will not qualify for the Federation 
contest.  For details on the contest, visit 
www.narfefl.net  or call/email Beulah Greene, (239) 
482-6713 or poandbogre@comcast.net . 
 
 

Save $$ on your auto insurance? 
By Lucette Chizik 

 
Looking for an event that can 
enhance fellowship and save 
members $$, too?  
     AARP can sponsor a Driver 
Safety Class. If your Chapter or 
District would like to be a co-
sponsor of an AARP Driver 
Safety Program, call 888-227-

7669, or you can also visit www.aarp.org/drive, to 
learn more.  AARP will provide an instructor and 
then you can set up a date.  In addition to NARFE 
members, their friends and neighbors are welcome, 
first come first serve.  Maximum class is 30. 
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     I host one of these courses about every 3 years.  
I find a rent-free location to hold the class.  
Libraries and/ churches welcome events like 
this. The course takes place over 2 days - 4 hours 
each day.  
     The Florida Department of Highway Safety & 
Motor Vehicle also has a 6-hour motor vehicle 
accident prevention course that will allow you to 
receive a mandatory reduction on your insurance 
rate. You can take the class online and receive the 
following benefits:  
•   All materials needed are on the Internet.  
•   Multiple choice and true / false questions  
•   Do the course in sections....go on and off line 
many times  
•   Website available 24/7. 
 

 

 Saying “Cheese!” is not enough 
By Marc Harris 

 
Pictures can often tell the 
NARFE story better than the 
written word. Here are some 
tips that will help you take 
better pictures for your 
newsletter and websites: 
Framing.   Careful framing of 

your subject makes a dramatic difference. 
Remember—every photo has a foreground and 
background, so use them together to add an 
interesting element to the shot.  If a NARFE event, 
try to include a NARFE banner.     
Lock the focus.   Most of today’s cameras focus on 
the center of the frame.  If your subject is off 
center, move the camera so the subject is in the 
center, lock the focus by pressing down slightly on 
the shutter button, then move the camera to the 
framing you have selected, and shoot.  
Eliminate camera shake.   Do whatever you can to 
minimize camera shake. Even the smallest 
cameras can be stabilized with two hands better 
than one.  And if you are taking a NARFE picture, 
try a tripod.  
In-camera cropping.  Look into the corners of the 
viewfinder…do you see things that shouldn't be 
there? You can remove, or crop, these elements 
from your photos simply by moving closer to your 
subject, or moving your subject within the 
viewfinder. Also, try different angles. 

Good lighting is vital.  The flash in most of today’s 
digital point-and-shoot cameras will illuminate 
about 10ft….that is about 4-5 steps away from the 
subject…so get as close as you can.  Also, if you 
are outside, use fill-flash or auto flash.    
Group pictures.   If at a NARFE event, try to take 
pictures of groups, not just individuals.    
 

 

Legislative Update 
By Brenda Mobley 

 
For those of you whose Congressional 
Representatives have not become a co-sponsor, 
please contact them and urge them to sign on.  
Here is the short list of those who are not co-
sponsors: 
 
GPO/WEP (337 Co-Sponsors). The following 7 
out of our 25 representatives in Florida have not 
Co-Sponsored House Bill H.R. 82: 
CD    4    Ander Crenshaw 
CD    6    Cliff Stearns 
CD    12  Adam Putnam 
CD    14  Connie Mac IV 
CD    15  Dave Weldon 
CD    24  Tom Feeney 
CD    25  Mario Diaz-Balart 
 
Senator Bill Nelson has co-sponsored Senate Bill 
S.206, but Senator Mel Martinez has not. 
 
Premium Conversion  (306 Co-Sponsors).  The 
following 8 out of 25 representatives in Florida 
have not Co-sponsored H.R.110: 
CD    4    Ander Crenshaw 
CD    11  Kathy Castor 
CD    12  Adam Putman 
CD    14  Connie Mac IV 
CD    16  Timothy Mahoney 
CD    18  Heana Ros-Lehtinen 
CD    24  Tom Feeney 
CD    25  Mario Diaz-Balart 
 
Senator Bill Nelson has con-sponsored Senate Bill 
S. 733, but Senator Mel Martinez has not. 
     I’m available to assist DVPs/Chapters with 
statistical data or with presentations on NARFE 
Florida Fact Sheet.  In the event the information is 
needed, I need two weeks to prepare documents. 
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     I may be reached at 352-291-5289 or 
bsbmobley1@gmail.com. 
 

 

Support FEEA 
By Nancy L. Roepke, FEEA Coordinator 

 
By the time you read this your 
chapter will have the 
information and tickets for the 
fine hand-made quilt made and 
donated by the Bartelts that we 
are raffling off at the FEEA 
table at the convention. Half 
the proceeds will go to the 

NARFE/FEEA Scholarship fund and half will go to 
the Disaster Relief Fund. We are trying to boost 
our Scholarship fund because college costs are 
increasing constantly. We would like to increase 
the $1000 given to the outstanding students. This 
will take more donations than we have at present.      
We are also trying to increase the Disaster Relief 
fund so we have dollars available on shorter notice.   
     We will again be selling NARFE T-shirts plus 
quilt raffle tickets and raffle tickets on a variety of 
many other really fine selected items. A drawing 
will be held on the final day of the convention for 
these items and the quilt.  
     See you at the FEEA table at the May 
convention.  

_________________________ 
 

Automation 
By Diana Leatham 

 
FLNet e_bulletin System.  As I write this, we are 
almost totally recovered from the inadvertent 
sabotage of FLNet by our subscribers.  Over 800 
emails were returned from a routine bulletin in early 
January that flooded us, forcing us to sift through 
the barrage and sort it out. The March email 
address download from National in early April will 
finish this process.  
     Without any warning to us, over 500 NARFE 
members in Florida were affected almost 
simultaneously by three Internet Service Provider 
(ISP) changes. 395 EarthLink subscribers were 
transferred to Embarqmail, about 125 Adelphia 
users were transferred to Comcast, and an 

uncounted number of Road Runner subscribers 
were re-assigned. Road Runner changes appear to 
be still ongoing. Only a handful of our subscribers 
had advised us of new addresses; the others were 
unaware of the havoc that this would create.  Also, 
we were still being impacted by a “Botnet” attack 
apparently directed from Malaysia, where a number 
of NARFE members’ machines had been taken 
over and were trying to grab control of services on 
our website, flooding us with phony subscribe 
requests, each one of which had to be read. 
     Members using their ISP for email may want to 
consider several options that are more permanent 
and do not tie them down to their ISP. These 
include Gmail, Yahoo, AOL, etc. In addition, you 
can obtain and register a unique web name using a 
registrar such as GoDaddy and use a vanity email 
address for as little as $10 a year, as does one 
chapter president. That way, you can change ISP’s 
and keep your email address. We changed ISP’s 
three times in the last 5 years without any impact 
on us because we have our own web name (URL).  
 
Web Site.  NARFEFL.net is being revised with 
updated chapter officer rosters based on F7 
reports and with convention information. In 
addition, a major remake will be taking place for 
the 2008/2009 cycle that ties into our 2008 
Convention motto. Public Relations and 
Membership will be extensively upgraded.  
     We also will be experimenting this summer with 
DotNetNuke (DNN), which National has adopted to 
permit chapter website hosting under strict control 
and safety. Chapter 2279 has had much success 
with DNN.  Incidentally, the Federation Secretary 
has developed and manages a DotNetNuke 
website for a local church. 
     What is DotNetNuke? It is a set of programs 
that runs on the server, not your machine, that 
allows users to view, update, upload or maintain 
information, depending on their level of 
authorization. Pages can be hidden from view or 
“published” based on security settings. The overall 
“look and feel” and security/authorization is tightly 
controlled by the manager. You can blog, chat, 
etc., using DNN modules that the manager installs. 
It is user-friendly, but takes a lot of work to install 
and set up. 
     Keep surfing www.narfefl.net and keep in touch! 
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Federation Executive Board Meetings 

May 20 and 23, 2008 
Federation Annual Convention 

May 20 -22, 2008 
NARFE National Convention 

September 7 – 11, 2008 
2nd Annual Alzheimer’s Cruise 

November 29 –December 7, 2008 
   

 

Thanks for the Memories 
By Treva Devers 

 
As I enter the countdown to the Federation 
Convention and the end of my tenure as your 2nd 
Vice President, I would like to thank all of you for 
your untiring efforts and dedication to me and to 
the Federation.   
     As I look back at the last 4 years of my 
Federation service, there are so many of you that 
will always be a big part of the memories I have - 
the ones that immediately spring to mind are 
Mickey Rosenthal, Mary Ellen Schoolmaster, Alice 
Hart and Otto Madorie.  There are so many others 
that are still with us that have helped me through 
my “NARFE Journey” such as:  Dr. Robert Furrow 
of the Cape Coral Chapter 1002 who drafted me 
into service repeatedly, as well as Ben and 
Margaret Pappa who continued that service draft at 
the Federation level and the members/attendees of 
the 2007 Federation Convention that elected me as 
your 2nd Vice President.  To all of you I say 
“THANKS”. 
     As FL Federation Legislative Officer I met so 
many of you and was impressed with the hospitality 
extended to me at so many of your Chapter and 
District meetings as I traveled the state visiting the 
various Senators and Representatives. I have 
watched you work tirelessly to get co-sponsors for 
our bills.  You are a powerful legislative force for 
the state of Florida – never forget that.  The re-
election of the various FL members of Congress 
depends on your vote – don’t let THEM forget that!   
     You are left in excellent hands with Legislative 
Officer Brenda Mobley and Service Officer John 
Ledman.  They are both extremely effective in their 
respective positions.   

     I plan to remain active at the chapter level and 
hope to see you at the convention next year! 
     Keep up the good work. 
________________________________________ 

 

CAP 
By David Whalen 

 
The Chapter Assistance 
Program (CAP) was initiated in 
May 2007 at the direction of the 
FLFED Executive Board.  The 
FLFED EB approved a budget 
of $5000.  
     CAP is designed to provide 
chapters with the incentive and 
funding to create and 
implement local actions that 

may not have been possible because of a lack of 
funds, specifically for recruitment, retention and 
public relations. To date the following Chapters 
have submitted requests that were approved: 
 
June 2007 - November 2007 
 
Chapter 1002 - $200 – Membership Incentives, 
Dues Withholding  
 
December 2007 – May 2008 
 
Chapter 2194 - $200 – Public Relations Banner, 
Recruit and Retention Postage 
 
Chapter 0662 - $200 – Public Relations Sashes 
 
Chapter 1002 - $161 – Public Relations Chamber 
of Commerce, Website 
 
Chapter 1305 - $200 – Public Relations 
Recruitment Tent 
 
Chapter 1224 - $200 – Recruitment local 
newspaper advertisement 
 
Chapter 1263 - $200 – Public Relations and 
Recruitment Newsletter, Information Packets 
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Another year has come and gone.  We have raised 
$31,212.88 for Alzheimer’s Research, Day Care, 
etc.  
     $4,489.74 was raised by just 75 people who 
took part in the two cruises this past December.   
     A big THANK YOU to Don Stewart and Ben 
Pappa, who came up with the cruise idea as a fund 
raiser. They both worked hard promoting this 
endeavor.  I also want to thank Phyllis Bernstein, 
our travel agent, who worked with and helped set 
up the cruises.   
     And to Ken Carter, my thanks for helping send 
donations out to the respective recipients that 
Chapters requested.   
     For myself, I want to thank everyone who 
helped me raise these funds.  I could not have 
done this without your support. 
     Please help Alzheimer’s by signing up for this 
year’s cruise   We need your support. 
________________________________________ 
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Federation Officials 
2007-2008 

President………………………Donald Stewart 
1st VP……………………………...Wallace Roepke 
2nd VP……………………………..…..Treva Devers 
Secretary…………………………William Leatham 
Treasurer…………………………...Kenneth Carter  
Immediate Past President………Benjamin Pappa 
 
District VPs 
1 ……………………………………Robert A. Shaw 
2 ………………………………………Harold Bartelt 
3 ………………………………….….Ruth Blackwell 
4 ………………………………….…..Sharon Sharp 
5 ………………………………………. Jane Lemley 
6 ……………………………………….Tony Torchia 
7 ………………………………….Angel Almodovar 
8 …………………………………….Robert J. Miller 
9 ………………………..................Richard Gerber 
10 ………………………..................Lucette Chizik 
11 ……………………………………James Greene 
 
Appointees  
Alzheimer’s………………………...Leonora Sicular 
Automation……………….………...Diana Leatham 
Chaplain………………………...Maude Henderson  
Chapter Assistance Program……...David Whalen 
Coalitions………….………………..Herbert Sicular 
Dues Withholding…………………...Beulah Green 
FEEA………………………………..Nancy Roepke 
Legislative…………………………..Brenda Mobley 
Member Recruiting………………………..Ed Fleck 
Member Retention……………………Clyde Young 
NARFE-PAC………………………Donald Wasson 
Newsletter Editor……………...……….Marc Harris 
Newsletter Publisher (this issue)……Herb Sicular 
Public Relations………………………..Marc Harris 
Service Officer……..........................John Ledman 
ZIP-Code…………………………..Margaret Pappa  
 

Dues Withholding Contest deadline 
April 30!!! 
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Around the Federation 
 

 
 
Palm Coast Chapter 1557 Membership Chair Dave Robel l 
and his wife Judy at the Annual Flagler County 
Home/Service Show .  Not pictured are the other 14 Chapter 
members who took turns and manned the booth, gave out 
information and collected names of people who are interested 
in NARFE: Nookie Hagins, Bernie Chaladoff, Don & Florence 
Brown, Sandy Petty, Ed Klukowski, Mike McGuire, Norm Barry, 
Helen Marche, Alice Kirkland, Linda Morcock, Ed & Jean 
Moriorty,and Rod Johnson. 
__________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
Lake Worth Boynton Beach Chapter 160 President 
Justin Kniemeyer presents a check to Pepper Adair o f the 
American Heart Association to benefit American Hear t 
Heroes.   That program provides children with heart disease to 
enjoy laughing, sporting events, silliness, swimming, arts and 
crafts, fishing and friendships that we all need. 
 

Irene Neer was the oldest (101) member of South Lee  
County Chapter  1263. The Chapter lost touch with her for 
several years until Beulah Greene got involved and found her. 
Recently, several NARFE members presented Ms Neer with a 
NARFE Honorary Membership.  Unfortunately, Ms. Neer 
passed away March 20, 2008, but we are told she was very 
proud of the honor bestowed on her by NARFE. 

 
 
Beulah Greene, Irene Neer, and President Tom Mayo.   
__________________________________________________ 

 
NARFErs from Chapters 609 and 1137  visited the  
Space Science Lab at the Cape Canaveral Air  
Force Station for an Alzheimer Research Seminar.   
 

 
Chapter 2255 officers sworn in by District 10 VP Lucette 
Chizik.  L to R: Treasurer Ralph Smith, VP Larry Moffett, 
Lucette Chizik, President John Weider, Secretary Pat Weider 
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2008 District Meetings Album 
 

 
 

District 1 District 2 
 

 

 
 

 

District 5  Districts 6 & 7  
 

 
  

District 10  District 11  
 


